JBr. 19]           GILBERT ELLIOT AT OXFORD                   39

Church, or of its way of life, as stated to his wife in
after years, was, 'that it had a most narcotic influ-
ence, and seems to set young men to sleep at some
of the most naturally wide-awake years of their life,'
Perhaps it was to keep himself awake that he took to
cricket, and became an adept in those gymnastic exer-
cises which stood to that generation in lieu of our
athletic sports: that he did so we know from a corre-
spondent of ten years later, who, in spite of time and
decorum, was at no loss to recognise in him the youth
who c cut capers., stood on his head or his horse's back
at pleasure, and was, in short, le coq du village.' She
might have added who danced on the tight-rope, and
performed other feats at Astley's in company with his
brother Hugh, establishing a reputation with *Mr*
Memman' which secured them an entrte in that trans-
pontine theatre for many an ensuing day.

In 1770 the brothers were again at Paris, where they
attracted the favourable notice of Madame du Deffand
and other French celebrities. At this point their paths
diverged, Hugh proceeding to Metz, and Gilbert re-
turning to Oxford. There, for a while, we lose trace of
Mm to recover it in an occasional correspondence with
the lady destined to become his wife,1 which forms the
germ of the voluminous collection of letters exchanged
between them during the many separations entailed

1 Anna Maria Amyaud, eldest daughter of Sir G-eorge Amyand,
Bart,, HP. Her eldest brother, also Sir George Amyand, married in
1771 Catherine, only daughter and heir of Velters Cornewall, Esq., of
Moccas Court, Herefordshire, when he assumed the surname of
CornewalL